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+ We trust, in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men,—Paul. 
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ON THE DUTY AND IMPORTANCE OF STUDY- 
ING THE SCRIPTURES. 


A SERMON. 
By J. H. Bucnts. 


©'These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in 
that they received the word with all readiness of mind, 
and searched the Scriptures daily, whether these things 
were 80.” Acts xvii 11. | 

Nothing tends more: to ennoble man than a 
spirit of gerious and persevering inquiry. It 1s 
characteristic of a great and noble mind; and 
without it, no man ever yet arose to any consider- 
ble eminence in the scale* of intellectual and 
moral attainment. All those great geniuses 
whgse names are enrolled in the book of fame, 
and who ghine as lights in the world, were men 
distinguished by a spirit of fearless investigation. 
The object of their 8earch was truth ; and to at- 
tain that object, they dared to wander from the 
beaten track of popular opinion, and dive into new 
and unexplored regions; enriching themselves 
and the world with the splendid achievements of 
their own adventurous spirits. 

Those who cherish this spirit—who 8earch for 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge regard- 
less of the opinions of men—are more noble than 
those of a contrary disposition, and who take their 
opinions upon trust, without examination. 'They 
evince a greater love of truth, more candor, more | 
wisdom, and more nobleness of mind, than other 
men. We are informed by the apostle, that the 
Bereans were more noble than the Thessalonians, 
*in that they received the word with all readiness 
of mind, and 8earched the scriptures daily, wheth- 
er these things were 80,% He commends them 
for their candor, in hearing the word attentively, 
receiving it with readiness of mind, and above all, 
in carefully gearching the scriptures daily, wheth- 
er these things were 80. 'They examined the 
8criptures of the Old Testament, to see whether 
| the doctrine of the apostles corresponded with 
the predictions of the holy Prophets. And what 
was the regult? 'This is given in the next words 
of the historian. *Therefore, many of them be- 
lieved; also of honorable women, which were 
Greeks, and of men not a few. 

Those who now call in question old opinions, 
perhaps, reject them, and adopt those which are 
new, receiye from 8ome persons the most unquali- 
' fied cengure.. Nothing can expose them to great- 
er reproach. ''They are assailed with every species 
of dis ct, and fall victims'to the spirit of relent- 
less iutolerance. They are denounced as the ene- 
mies of truth—as holding doctrines subversive of 


the order and happiness of 8ociety, and as labor- 
ing to undermine and sink the foundations of re- 
ligion. With euch weapons as these, did the 

egsalonians as8il Paul and Silas. 'They set 
all the city in an uproar—erying, *'These that 
have turned the world upside down have come 
hither also!? Such is the treatment, which men, 
whose inquiries have resulted in the adoption 
of new opinions, have received from a bigotted 
world in every age. But not in this light were 
such men regarded by the Apostles. 'They were 
commended ; they were declared to be more no- 
ble than other men, in consequence of their 
readiness to receive the word, and the faithful 
manner in which they searched the scriptures, to 
gee *whether these thi were 80. | 

The condact of those noble Bereans is well 
worthy the careful attention and imitation of all, 
that sit beneath 'the sound of the gospel. If the 
bible be the charter af our privileges and hopes as 
christians—the r ecord of unchangingand immortal 
trath,—written by the pen of unerring wisdom,— 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, ard for instruction in righteousness ; 
gurely, it has a just claim to our serious attention, 
And we cannot neglect to search its heaven-in- 
spired pages, to draw forth its golden treagures of 
truth and love, withont injury to ourselves. A 
man confined in a dungeon realizes no benefit 
from the 8un in heaven; nor does that man derive 
any advanfage from the Bible, who neglects to 
study its sacred contents. While it hes unnotic- 
ed in the closet or mouldering on the shelf, it 
imparts none of its light ; it sheds no rays of com- 
fort. And yet, how many purchase the sacred 
volume, as an article of household furniture, rath- 
er than to enrich and adorn their minds with its 
holy truths. 

That the Bible has a high claim to our re 
and confidence is a proposition which no on 88- 
ed christian will deny. 'This 1s admitted by all 
who consider it a Book of truth,—a revelation 
from God. All protestants acknowledge the Bi- 
ble to be the only infallible standard of religious 
truth, the only rule of faith and practice. But 
how many there are, who, instead of searching 
the scriptures, and forming their opinions from 
the word of God, content themselves' with adopt- 
ing a religious faith, without stady, without re- 
flection, and without knowing, and seemingly 
without wishing to know, whether it be * from 
heaven, or of -men.* They take their faith upon 
trust ; believing neither less, nor more, than those 
whom they have chogsen for their guides; and 
from whose decisions «they consider digsent an 
unpardonable crims8. 

t is thus that false doctrines, which have neith- 
er reason'nor revelation to give them « sanction, 
are cherished in the minds of men; descending 
from ' generation to generation, and from age to 
age; receiving the confidence, veneration and 
lov2, which "belong only to God and his holy 
word, and Spreading 8orrow and wide-wasting 
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desolation, over the fair and beautiful creation of 


God. How many doctrines have been embraced 
by mankind, as the truths of divine inspiration, 
which have no warrant from the Bible! Once, 
the doctrine of infant damnation was gupposed to 
be. 8anctioned by the scriptures; and with the 
doctrines of total depravity, particular election 
and reprobation, received the unhesitating assent 
of a majority of mankind. If all men had followed 
the example of the noble Bereans, and searched 
the scriptures, to 8see whether these things were 
80, 8uch doctrines would have perished with those 
who invented them ; and the pure and joy-inspir- 
I of the gospel would have shed a holy 
lig b a divine influence on all the nations of the 
earth. 

These brief remarks, evince the importance of 
studying the Bible for ourselves. It being the 
standard of religious truth, and replenished with 
AE necessary to make us wise unto 8al- 
vation, it becomes our duty to search it daily, and 
to make it in all matters of faith, the only man of 
our council. As candid men—and christians, we 
ghall receive no doctringgas of divine--authority, 
which, on due examination, is found to be un- 
authorized by the word of God. When any doc- 
trine is urged upon our acceptance, our first 
8tep should be, to go to the Bible, like the noble 
Bereans, *to 8ee whether these things are 80.” 
If we neglect to do this, it is manifest that we 
take our religion upon trust, and render it unpossi- 
ble to tell, whether our * faith stands in the wis- 
dom of men or in the power of God.” 

In order, therefore, to form a correct religious 
opinion we must study the scriptures, with close 
attention; dismissing from our minds as far as 


possible, the prejudice of early and rp. Bayt 


opinions. It is commonly the case that people 
read the Bible not 80 much with a view to learn 
what is truth, as to justify some favorite opinion 
of their own. But it is obvious that s8uch a course 
must be productive of injury, rather than good. 
We 8hould go to the Bible as we would to any 
other book; with the 8ame mind ; and by dihgent 
and patient wmvestigation; by comparing pass8age 
with passage; by bringing together the different 
parts and viewing them 1n connection ; by con- 
sidering the character, situation, and office of the 
writer; the time, the place, the occasion of his 
writing : and the circumstances of the people ad- 
dressed ;—endeayor, to ascertain its true sense 
and application. 

But it is to be feared that few persons devote 
that attention to the study of the scriptures, which 
the. subject requires. Some do no not read the 
Bible at all; they have an unyielding aversion to 


this 8tudy. They know little more- of the s8acred 


volume, than they wouldif denied access to it, — 
than if it were written in an unknown tongue. 
Such persons are the less excusable, because 
they have sufficient time, aside from the common 
hours of toil to attend to this duty. And can any 
man devote a leisure hour to a more important 
prpagy than the perusal of the holy scriptures ? 
s not the will of God recorded there? May not 
the afflicted draw from the Bible streams of eom- 


fort and peace? Haye we not all the promise of 


eternal life, and the hope of immortality in that 
venerable Book? How astonishing, that such a 
book should be neglected! How gurprising, that 


this word of divine promise should be treated with 


indifference, by those too who: can deyote whole 
hours to the vacant pages of a book professedly 
fictitious. | 

It needs no great depth of observation, to prove, 
that if a man would obtain 8ol1id rehgious instruc- 
tion, he must for himself search the scriptures, 
We do not expect to become acquainted with any 
gcience without s8ome study. Did any person 
ever become a philosopher, a scholar, or a states- 
man, without mental effort? And is no effort re- 
quired for the attainment of divine truth? We do 
not believe men are born christians any more than 
they are born philosophers. Nor do we believe 
that they are let into all the truths of the goepel 
by a sudden or s8pecial influence, any more than 
they are let into the science of astronomy in this 
way. We must learn the science of religion ag 
we learn other things; by. the exercise of our 
reason; by investigating the scriptures of divine 
truth ; and by bn tas yp. 2g yolume of nature. It 
is not to be imagined we- can obtain a know]- 
edge of the divine Being, without the exercise of 
our reason; 8till less, is it to be expected that 
God will work miracles to give us that knowledge, 
which he has made us capable of acquiring with- 
out such interposition. The divine Being invites 
and commands us to exercise- our reason In un- 
derstanding his will. * Come, now, let us reason 
together,—bring forth your strong reasons saith 
the God of Jacob.? 

I am aware, that reason, human reas0n, has 
been considered by some persons as a dangerous 
thing. When you 8pread before 8uch persons, 
the views which we entertain of the goodness of 
God,—that the Creator is 'good to all—that he is 
the Father, and therefore, friend of the moral 
universe—that being infinite in his love, he can- 
not hate any creature; and that his purposes, 
therefore, must embrace the-ultimate blias of all 
rational beings—they hesitate not to say that all 
this appears reasonable, but we are not to use our 
reason! How, then, can we learn the will of our 
Maker, or understand the revelation which he has 
vouchsafed us? If we had no reason, of what 
use or advantage would the scriptures be to man- _ 
kind? It is idle, therefore, to disxown the use of 
reason ; for without this high attribute of tlie 
mind, men would be more degraded than the brute. 
The ancient Bereans, as appears from the text, 
employed their reason daily, examining the scrip- 
tures with a view to ascertaim ©* whether these 
things were 80. And there conduct, in 80 doing 
received the unqualified approbation and praise of 
the apostles. 

In the character of thee men, there are three 
things, which are worthy the admiration and im- 
itation of all. 1. They heard the word of the 
gogpel attentively : 2. They received it with read- 
mess of mind: 3, They gearched the 8criptures 
 dauly, to 8ee whether these things were 80. 

1. Although these men were Jews, as were 
those of Thessalonica ; yet they heard the word 
attentively. Herein, they were more noble .than 
the Thessalonians; for they would neither hear 
the word for themselves, nor would r guffer 
others to hear it. They raised a 8torm of perse- 
cution, and drove the apostles out of their own 
city : nor did their opposition end here ; but when 
they heard that the word was preached at Berea, 


| But the Bereans were a more polighed, an 


they came hither also and stirred up the | 0Y 
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ter educated people, and ory th doctrine of the | of religion, to read and explore the scriptures of 
gospel with attention, How are the exam- | truth for themselves, it is impossible that they 
ples of guch perfect candor as these men exhibit- | should have any fixed system of belief whatever. 
ed, even at the present age. Are men allowed | They must remain in doubt and uncertainty until, 
to hear the word now; and to hear it attentively ? | like the noble Bereans, they have gearched- the 
No, every measure is adopted, every means re- | scriptures whether these things are 80. *. 
gsorted to, which human art can devise, to prevent | We have offered these reflections, with a view 
mankind from hearing the doctrine of impartial | to direct the minds of our friends, to the impor- 
grace, Men are told that it is dangerous to hear | tance of studying the sacred -scriptures. This is 
this word: that it is an awful error: and that|a cnn td of deep and general concern; duty to.. 
merely to hear it would be attended with infinite | ourselves and our fellow creatures, demands of us 
peril. the pleasing and improving exercise of seatchin 
2. The Bereans received the word with all | the sacred record of eternal truth and love. If, 
readiness of mind. 'They were not too much | then _ would be wise, and virtuous and happy— 
prejudiced to hear the word, nor to receive it, | search the 8criptures. If you would enjoy the 
when its evidence appeared to them sufficiently | hope of immortal life, of living in bliss beyond the 
strong and convincing. 'They were a candid and | darkness of the tomb,—search the 8criptures. In 
inquisitive people; they seemed to have a love | a word, if you would enrich your minds with the 
for truth, and- a determination to embrace it, | treasures of truth, and extend the knowledge of 
whenever s8atisfactory evidence of its truth should | God among the sons of men—then search the 
be presented. Do we find such liberality at the | 8criptures: May God guide us into all truth, and 
present time? There may be 8ome examples of | inspire our hearts with the wisdom which descend- 
the kind ; but few, very few, who where educated | ed from above, full of mercy and good fruits. 
in the popular —_— can _ far ow goers | 
of prejudice, as to kear and receive the word with 
rontinnl of mind. 'There are, however, 8ome ESSAYS ON EDUCATION.—No. L 
honorable examples of christian candor and liber- By L. S. EvERETT. 
ality at the present time, where men have risgen| What T have to say in these essays is upon the 
above the prejudices of long cherished opinions, | subject of Education. T have no demonstrations 
and by candid research into the word of God, have | for the eye, nor eloquent periods for the ear; but 
acquired new and nobler views of the Divine [I have s8omething to say upon a subject which 
character, and new and more extensive views of | concerns the interests of those who have the care 
his efficient e. Such instances are well wor- | of youth—a 8subject which. concerns this, the 
thy of our admiration. Men of this description | rising, the next, and all sncceeding generations, 
are entitled to our respect and undissembled es- | as much as any other. It is a subject which 
teem. They are men of intelligence and honora- | should interest the heart—I shall be satisfied, if 


ble feelings.. the hints that may be thrown out find their way to 
3. The Bbreans searched the scriptures daily, | the undersfanding. 

whether these things were 80. With ingenu- | Education is not a creature of the imagination ; 

ous minds, they united a spirit of serious and dilli- | it is quite an every day affair. I cannot body it 

gent inquiry. Before they yielded their assent to | forth to your fancies, in the character of some odd 

a doctrine; they were careful to satisfy themselves | genius, who, in days of yore lingered azgund the 


ers, addled the 


of its truth, and to decide upon its claims to their | enchanting retreats of philoso 
belief. They, would not receive even the words | brains of the alchymist, half erazed the head of 
of men who had the power of working miracles, | the astrologist, and gave inspiration to the poet ; 
without investigation. After hearing the doctrine | —nor can I present it to your minds, as a crea- 
of the apostles attentively, with the greatest can- | ture who confines kis perigrinations to the halls of 
dor, they went to the scriptures, and 8earched | our colleges, or lurks in dark corners among the 
them diligently, to *s8ee whether these things | musty remains of antiquity. Education is- quite 
were 80.* *'Therefore, many of them believed” another thing. Were it necessary to give the 
Finding upon elose examination, that the doctrine | subject of these remarks *a local habitation and a 
of the apostles harmonized with the word of God; }aame,' I would tell you to look for it in the nurse- 
that the promises and predictions corresponded | ry—in the streets—in the play-honses of your 
vith the alledged fulfilment in the person, works | children—in the school room—an the kitchen—in 
and 8ufferings of Tesus Christ; they believed it | the parlor—in college, and out of college—any- 
with all their hearts. where, and everywhere ; and in all things, ap- 
How different the conduct of these men, from | pearances, events and circumstances, that 'have 
thoge who take their religion upoa trust. They | an influence in developing the faculties, forming 
did not think' that merely having the word was | the characters, biassing the minds, or giving di- 
sufficient. "The practice of swallowing opinions, | rection to the natural, moral, intellectual, or phy- 
unexamined,; prevailed not among that enlighten- | sical energies of human beings; whether young 
ed people. hen they heard a new 8ystem ad- | or old, male or female, rich or poor, noble or igno- 
vanced, the question immediately arose, are these | ble. ' And out of all this you might find a name 
things 802 And to the Bible they went for a de- | that should snit yourselves. 0M 
cision. This is a point on which people are very | Speaking in reference to the education of the 
remiss, They hear the word, attentively per- | young, and to the influence which others have in 
haps; and in gome cases with readiness of mind; wars o their minds and characters, it may truly 
yet they do not allot a due proportion of their time | be said, that they take lessons from every person, 
to private meditation, without which, preaching | and every thing around them. Hence the impor- 
is, and ever must be of but limited advantage. | tance of having every object presented as it 
Where people have too little interest in the eause { should be ; that it may have a salutary influence 


180 
upon the opening mind. But before I enter into 

tic ho, allew me to state my reagsons for 
claiming more attention to this subject than has 
generally been bestowed upon it. ; 

1. It is important that public attention should 
be directed to this 8ubject; because, our own 
happiness depends, in a great measure, upon the 
proper education of our children, and the rising 

eneration at large, If they become vicious—ift 
they imbibe erroneous ideas, grow up in igno- 
rance, are left to ass8ociate with the abandoned, 
and end their career in prison, or upon the gal- 
lows—if they are suffered, first to forego the ac- 
quisition of- ugeful knowledge ; next to disregard 
moral obligation, and principle ; next to loye vice ; 
and then to practice iniquity ; no tongue can de- 
8cribe the gorrows which would rend the parent's 
heart. 

2. It is important that we should giye our at- 
tention to this 8ubject, because the prosperity and 
happiness of the young individually, and of pos- 
terity collectively, depend upon the yiews which 
we entertain, and the measures which we may 
adopt.— 

% It 8should be borne in mind, that the young 
are almost passiye in our hands—that their minds 
and characters are being formed by the objects 
and circumstances with which they are every mo- 
ment cominf in contact—that we are giving them 
modes of. thinking, and rules of action—and— 
what 8 an CI consideration—that we 
are, to & great, extent, the masters or mistresses 
of their destiny! Yes—l ay it reverentially— 
ze haye the power in our own hands, to say who 
ghall, and who shall not, be blessings to society 
and to our country—who shall, and who hall not, 


be the visitants of gambling -houses and grog- 
ghops,—who shall, and who shall not, be the 
thieves and murderers of the next generation— 
who 8hall, and who shall not, be the tenants of our 
prisons, and victims of the halter for the approach- 
ing fifty years! It is our prerogative to 8ay—and 
ours 18 the. regponstbility of s8aying it—who. 8hall, 


and who g8hall nat, adorn our legislative halls— 
who 8hall, and who 8ball not, be our Washingtons, 
our Franklins, our Henzys, our Howards, for a 
century to come! We are tow cherishing in our 
bosoms those who can be rendered either virtu- 
ou3 or yicious—W18e or foolisgh—happy or misera- 
ble, by ourselves, | 
5 Tis Education forms the common mind, 
- Just as the twig is bent the tree's inclined.” 

4, But I go till further, 'The s8afety of our 
civil, moral, literary, and; religious Institutions 
depends upon the manner in which our children 
ghall be educated, The component parts of our 
great, and measurably happy, community, are 
individuals, Tt 1s vain to talk about a virtuous, 
intelligent, and happy community, unless the in- 
dividuals composing it. are virtuous, intelligent, 
and happy. Those. who are growing up among 
us—who are in our houges, streets, and schools,— 
and. who. are eyery, moment advancing towards 
the gtations now occupied by their fathers, moth- 
ers, and guardians, are 800n. to, have. charge. of 
those. institutions,—are. s00n either. to. enjoy, or 
abuse those privileges, for which our fathers toil- 
bled, and, died, | | wel 
hese blood-purchased blessings, can never be 
gafe in the hands of those who, know not their 
y8Jue, And none can place a fair.extimate upon 
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them but the EY” and virtuous, Our in. 
stitutions are ed to the condition. of a well 
educated people—their continuance must necessa- 
rily depend upon the .right education of all who 
ohall have a voice in the councils or affairs of the 
nation. | 

It is, then, a matter of the first importance, of 
engrossing interest, which I propose to discuss; 
and it will be well if we can approach it unin- 
fluenced by prejudice—prepared to discover the 
errors into which we may have fallen; willing to 
have them pointed out; and anxious to get rid of 
them. And it should alzo be borne in mind, that 
we are all of us teachers of youth, without an ex- 
ception. We are making impress81ons upon then, 
every hour of the day. e are forming their 
minds and characters, when we little think of it. 
They are taking less0ns from our precepts, from 
our examples, from our manners, from our morals, 
from our actions, from our very looks, 

For the 8ake of perspicuity I shall, in succeed- 
ng numbers, speak of the several topics embrac- 
ed in the plan of these essays, under the two 

eneral heads of Domestic Education, and Public 
Eaton + and will bespeak the attention of my 
reader to each in their plaze, | 


lt —_s 


FROM MY DIARY, 


When I have thought upon the pure aud exalted 
nature of christianity, upon the guperior excellence 
of its principles, and its perfect adaptedness to all 
the wants and circumstances of frail, erring, and 
zuffering humanity, the question has gometimes 
arisen, —why 1s it, that a 8ystem, 80 lovely, 80 di- 
vine, should be 80 repulesrve to the views and feel- 
ings of a majority of mankind ” "This is a ques- 
tion of no inferior moment ; and a few thoughts 
on the 8ubject may not be unacceptable to our 
readers. 


| 'The gospel 1s a system of universal love. lt 


extends the benevolence of heaven to every crea- 
ture, proclaim God to be the Father and the Re- 
deemer of the whole intellectual creation. It was 
this feature in the doctrine of Christ, which» ren- 
dered it, 80 repulsive to the Jewish church ; and it 
is this, which, more than any thing else has made it 
80 offensive to a majority. o f the Christian Church, 
and which retards its reception and progress at 
the present time. It, breaks down the distinctions 
of human selfishness and pride, proclaiming all 
mankind the children of one common Father, and 
destined in infinite wisdom to one common home. 
It iz thus that the gospel coming in contact as it 
truly does with the long-cherished prejudices of 
mankind, is rejected by a majority of men. Strip 
it, of these distinguishing Ke dd .and the 
offence of the cross would cease. Confine its 
promises and hopes to a part of the human family; 
make. it a proclamation of life and immortal bles- 
sedness to a few, instead of all, and those who are 
now its, enemies would be its friends ;- for you 
would then acconynodate it. tothe views, and.pre; 
udices, and expectations of the multitude, - 

Some perhaps may. think. me & little -uncharitz 
ble in these remarks, and honestly queetion 
correctness of the facts. here brought to view. 1 
have 8aid, that, the most offensive trait in the gos- 
pel to. a majority af mankind, is the expressive- 
ness of its. benevolence. And is it not. 80.2 By 
| whom is the doctrine of God's. infipite- and- effi- 
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cient e boldly eondemned, and. its friends and 
tion ungenerously reproathed? Whence 
cometh that persevering spirit of hostility to lib- 
eral christianity, which is 80 a nt in every 
lace, as almost, to give it a claim to ubiquity ? 
Fhe answer is—from those who circumscribe the 
benevolence of God, and confine the blessings of 
his meagureless grace, to. a york of his dependent 
creatures. 'The s8pirit of the world, which is a 
spirit of pride, pariality and-selfighness, from first 
to last, has maintained an uncompromising oppo- 
zition to the religion of our blessed Savior. 'This 
is that carnal mind which is at enmity against 
God, which is not subject to his law, neither 1n- 
deed can be. And 1t 1s this principle of antipa- 
thy to universal goodnezs, to pure and boundless 
mercy, operating in the hearts of men, which 
makes them ashamed of the gospel of Christ. 

But, he, whose heart.has been touched by the 
celestial influence of the wisdom which is from 
above, can exclaim with the apostle— I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ.' Its representa- 
tions of the character of God, its spirit of unbound- 
cd philanthropy, its pure and elevated morality, 
and its clear discoveries of # blessed immortality 
for all mankind, stamp it with a divine origin, and 
give it an undisputed claim to his veneration and 
love. The yery features which render 1t repul- 
give to the world,” appear to his mind infinitely 
lovely and attracting. He admires its s1mple 1n- 
structions; he adores the vastness of that love 
which it reveals; he delights to dwell on the rich- 
ness of its 8ublime promises. 

The true disciple of Christ is not ashamed of 
the gospel, because it is the source of all religious 
truth. There, God is revealed as the Father and 
Friend of the whole moral universe. 'There, he 
reads the cheering promise of life eternal, em- 
bracing all the children of God. There he reads 
the thrilling declaration, that * God is love'—that 
he *will have all men to be saved and to .come 
unto the knowledge of the truth'—that be *will 
swallow up death in victory, and reconcile all 


things unto _himself, whether they be things in | 


heaven or things on earth.” ith what love, 
what faith, what joy and triumph, does the believ- 
er fix his eye on these divine truths. In the ful- 
ness of his religious rapture he can say with the 
1nspired apostle—* I am not ashamed of the gos- 
pel of Christ; for it is the power of God unto sal- 
vation to eve 
and also to the Greek.” He finds it to be the 
bread of heaven; the Joy of his heart; the anchor 
of his 8oul ; the comforter of his sorrows and the 
8anctfier of his life. J. Hs. B. 


SELF-LOVE. 
This principle was planted by the God of all in 


tte heart, of man—it, has there. taken deep root, | 


and become. a constitutent part of his nature, and 
inseparable from his existence ; it gives impulse 
to his eyery motive, and is manifest, in his every 


no) r that gelf-love has been spoken against 


wat. been denounced as an unholy pas- 
5100, and as. emanating from an evil origip. 
Those who 8ay- this must be extremely ignorant 
of man—and cannot, be well ingtructed in the law 
of causes and effects. Why was man ever virtu- 
oU8—or why did he ever shun a vice? Why did 


one that believeth, to the Jew first | 
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he ever 8eek a reward? Why did he ever avoid 
a punishment ? - Selt-love was the _—_—— prin-, 
ciple. Self-love, then, is the guardian of all pure 
religion—it leads on in the of all morality— 
and stands opposed to all yice. - We might. talk 
as long and as loud as we pleased concerning vir- 
tue and vice, rewards and punishments, and with: 
out s8elf-love, what we should 8ay would be words 
gpent in *empty air,' never reaching the heart of 
man—or producing the least alteration in human 
conduct. 

Self-love is what leads us to eek and enjoy 
8oclal intercourse with those around us, and in- 
duces us to perform those reciprocal deeds of 
kindness which we all by turn need, and which 
link man with man. Self-love lifts our 8ouls u 
to God in pious adoration, for the mercies whic 
he 80 copiously showers down on our dependent, 
race—it causes the incense of worship to burn 
brightly and fervently on ouy religious altars. 
Strike this principle out of our nature and every 
house of religious worship would crumble, neg- 
lected, to the dust; no more would man take 
8weet council with his fellow men and walk to 
the house of God in company ,and there unit- 
edly pay their devotions to their common Father. 
Not only religious but social intercourse would 
be dropped—in 8hort, every impelling motive to 
action would be lost—man would cease to be ac- 
tive : he might have all the powers and faculties 
which he now has, but he would have no induce- 
ment to use them, having lost the great propelling 
principle of action. E 

Self-love, may, like other passions of the human 
heart be x: hnwy misdirected, and produce some 
most undesirable consequences. But gelf is in- 
joined just in the proportion. that self-love is im- 
properly. used and directed; but when suffered ta 
flow in its proper channel, to the attainment of 
proper objects, it is of mcalculable worth, not only 
to 8elf but to all around—to the human race, 
Pope has admirably expressed the truth on thig 
subject, 


© Selt-love thus push'd to 8ocial, to divine, 
Gives thee to make thy neighbor's blessing thine, 
Is this too little for thy boundless heart ? 
Extend it, let thy enemies have part ; 
Grasp the whole worlds of reason, life, and sense, 
In one close system of benevolence : 
Happier as kinder, in whate'er 
And height of bliss but height of charity. 
God loves from whole to parts ; but human soul 
Must rise from individual to the whole. 
yo ng pebble CO oh nr, 

e stirs ez 
'Fhe centre mov*d, a circle straight succeeds, 
Another 8till, and till another spreads ; 
Friend, parent, neighbor first it will embrace, 
His country next, and next all human race ; 
Wide and more wide, the o'erflowing of the mind 
Takes every creature in, of every kind; 
Earth smiles around with bounty. blest, 
And heaven beholds his image in his breast.* 

B, W. 


PULPIT CANDOR. 


' A preacher in the west of England, preached 
during the whole of Lent, in a town where he was 
never invited to dine. He said in his farewell ser- 
mon, *I haye preached against every vice except 
of good living, which TI belieye is not to be found 


among you, and therefore needed not my reproach.” 
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[For the Universalist.] 


A MISTAKE CORRECTED. 

MzxssRrs EprTors. In your appeal to the public 
which appeared in the Universalist of the 13th in- 
stant; I observe a mistake in respect to the ground 
on which I refused to become one of the number 
for the revival and continuance of the Universal- 
ist Expositor. The facts stated, 80 far as they 
relate to myself, and farther IT do not pretend to 
be a competent judge, are correct ; but the con- 
clusion which you draw from these facts 1s incor- 
rect. I did not refuse to join the new company 
for the proposed publication of the Expositor and 
Universalist Review, *on the ground, that it 
would be an infringement of your rights. 

I was not sufficiently acquainted with the facts 
of the case to form an opinion on this point. But 
learning that there existed a difference of opimon 
between you and the new company for the revival 
of the Expositor, respecting the list of 8ubscribers 
to the old work, I thought 1t might appear, to the 
proprietors of the Universalist, unfriendly in me 
to crowd myself in as a party in this stage of the 
affair. Without, therefore, forming an opinion as 
to the existence of any wrong in the case, or, if 
there were any, on which ide it lay, I refused to 
become, for the present, a party in the proposed 

ublication. My sole object was to remain, as I 
heretofore been, in relation to this matter, en- 
tirely neutral. I wish, however, to have it dis- 
tinctly understood, that I was then, and am now, 
exceedingly desirous that the Expositor should be 
revived and published upon honorable, and just 
principles. Hoping, therefore, that all difficulties, 
with respect to this subject, may be speedily and 
amicably adjusted ; and, heartily wishing you suc- 
cess in every effort for the advancement of the 
great cause of religious and moral truth. 

I am, brethren, most respectfully yours, 

S. STREETER. 


— 


—— 


THE GLEANER., 


[From the Christian Intelligencer.] 


LIBERAL CHRISTIANTTY. 


What is liberal christianity ? It consists in en- 
larged and ennobling views of the divine charac- 
ter and government, and in a charitable considera- 
tion of those whose opinions do not accord with 
our own. There is 8omething of liberal christian- 
ity in Unitarianiemm—not, perhaps, in the single 
article, geparately considered, of the divine unity ; 
for we can conceive how one God may be repre- 
sented as a partial and a capricions being, as well 
as if he existed in three persons; but Unitarianism 
also avows its belief, that this one God is univer- 
ally and unchangeably good, —that he xs, in fact, 

16 Tather of all mankind, and that the whole of his 

overnment 1s consistent with this character. This 
18'an enlarged and an ennobling view, which enti- 
tles those who maintain it to the name of liberal 
christians. 'True, many Unitarians do not much 
dwell upon this transcendently glorious feature of 
their faith. Fky-such do not. oh be left for others 
to judge. For ourselves, we are resolved * earn- 
.estly to contend for it,” before the world and in the' 


| 


face of day—to be instant in 8eason and out of 


> 
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geason, in recommending it to our fellow men, 
And here, perha Mi any where elee, con- 
sists the difference between us and many of our 
Unitarian friends, We cannot consent to kee 
our light hid under a bushel. 'The fear of man hag 
no terrors in it 8ufficient to induce us to reserye 
only for private uses this glorious feature of our 
fai The world 8hall have it, by every means in 
our power to paublish it. | 

Universalists, 80 far as doctrines are concerned, 
are certinly the most properly entitled to the de. 
signation of liberal chrstians. 'Their views are 
more expanded than any others, and they are the _ 
most open, & fearless in the avowal of them. When 
we speak of Universalists, here or elsewhere, we. 
mean to use the term in its proper 8ignification= - 
to indicate all those who believe and maintain that 
God will, through the mission of his Son, finally - 
overcome all evil with good and reconcile all 
things to himself. 'This is Universalism, and we | 
8hall speak of it as such, till we are persuaded that 
the word ought to have a different s1gnification. 

As Universalists, it is utterly inconsistent with 
the spirit of our faith, that we should demean our- 
gelves towards others with hatred or ill treatment, 
Those whom we regard as errorists, we are bound 
to treat with pity and compassion. If we indulge 
towards them a 8pirit of bitterness and strife, we 
are not liberal christians—we have become intol- 
erant and exclusive as other men. Especially do 
we consider that we are bound to treat those who 
agree with us, in the final conclusion, with the spir- 
it of charity and forbearance. If they treat us oth- 
erwise, we may Complain of their conduet, but not - 
imitate their error, —Wheneyer we tice our- 
gelves what we complain of and condemn in oth- 
ers, we commit an inconsistency which may right- 
+ ans others to suspect our sincerity and good 
Y | 


Our notions may be pecular—may be wrong. 
If 80, we are open to correction, But. with our 
present views, we conceive, that every person : 
professing to be a christian, and whose life does 
not give the lie to his profess1ons, should be accred- | 
ited as 8uch. If we have evidence of his dishon- 
__—_—_— is, if we are constrained to believe— * 
and charity requires that we should always be slov 
to believe any thing of the kind, (on the well tried 
maxim, that every man must be presumed to be : 
innocent till he is proved to be guilty,)—that he s 
not a christian, or a believer in the christian reli- 
gion; then indeed he should be rejected. But | 
this rejection should as s00n be applied to one 
who professes to believe with us, as one whos | 
opinions differ from our own ever 80 much. Be- 
cause there are dishonest men in all parties. If 
we are to disfellowship one professing, honest, ' 
upright, christian, because his faith does not agree ' 
with our own, are we not become intolerant and 
exclusive. And if 80, can we claim to be liberal | 
christians, ourselves? Are we not, thus, acting | 
upon the orthodox principle, which has brought 50. 
much division, hatred and strife into the world? 
Who has authorized us to put down takes, and 
8ay hitherto 8halt thou come ? What comn 
have we to declare our own individual ' | 
infalliable, and to denounce as heretics all who 
cannot honestly come up to them? At least, if. we 
do this, it seems to us we can claim little on the 
8core of the liberality of our religious principle 
and practice. 


THE UNIVERSALIST. 
all around ug— | 


For instance, thore are peo 
there are those in our own religlou 

hoge opinions on many interesting 
fond ang; What Shall we do? 


— 


we 8ay 


to all 8uch—come to us, or there may no longer be | 


fellowship or friendship between us? We think 
not. Charity requires that we consider them hon- 
est, though we deem them erroneous ; and if hon- 
est, they must be christians ; for they profess to 
he guch. Very well then,—we are not afraid to 
associate with honest men, with christians, though 
we may not all think alike. On these points we 
are willing to 8ay, let us agree to disagree ; enjoy 
your opinions and we will enjoy ours. 'The differ- 
ence shall not alienate our affections or make us 
- your enemies. It strikes us that this is the spirit 
of liberal christianity. If they treat us habitually 
with contempt and hatred, then indeed have they 
convinced us that Hop. are unworthy of our confi- 
dence and esteem. e cannot walk with them. 
' They do nof exhibit the spirit of the gospel; nor 
should we, if we were to evince the same dispo- 
sition towards them. 

Universalism'is a free system. It impogses no 
restraints on the freedom of opinion. - It allows 
and expects that its friends will not all think alike. 
[t has cast away the *bed stead* and with it all the 
instruments of torture. It is not to be expected 
that all men 8hould think alike ; but while it allows 
of difference of opinion, 1t also requires charity 
towards all, and fellowship for the honest. 

REMARKS, 

He is right—exactly 80. Br. Drew is in the 
habit of 8aying good s and 8aying them well; 
and he never said a good thing better in his life, | 
than in this very instance. Here we have the 
theoretical, and the practical part of liberal chris- 
tianity together—the doctrine, the illustration, 
and the exemplification. The truth is/ Universal- 
sts, above all men ought to be r1BERAL,—and I 
believe, as & general thing we are s0;.but in' one 
respect 80me have manifested a, really illiberal 
Spirit, I allude to the fact that some have been 
treated unkindly on account of some trifling differ- 
ence of opinion in relation to future punishment— 
and thoge who have treated them thus haverviola- 
ted the holiest principle of our faith. This re- 
mark is not intended to apply to either Restora- 
tiomsts or the *ultra Universalists' as they have 
been called, for it'belongs to some of both sides 
of the question. We may address to both, and to 
all concerned the important inquiry--* yo are breth- 
ren, why do ye wrong one to another ?? 

or one, the writer of these remarks is deci- 
dedly opposed to the policy of thoge who would 
Plit our denomination on account of there being 
80me difference of sentiment concerning future 
NO It is 12 ok the division al- 
y made was occasione 8onal disagree- 
ment between bividoals,—h T know it. And 
hence, the Separation—if indeed we must call it 
ch, 8hould be discountenanced by every inde- 
pendent believer in the doctrine of the final res- 
—_ throughout the denomination. And Br. 
2 may be assured of the cordial cooperation 
0 Up 21eW-1n this region and round about, if he 
vill carry out the principle laid down in the above 
_w to the full extent. It is hoped that he will 
Re plainly and to the _—_ on the snbject, 
ad he will find around him friends who will nev- 


fr leave nor forsake him. +1 % 
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Writings of Thomas Gross. 


OF THE GOSPEL. 


It is not the &nd of this FR or intention of 
God to consign one much less the greater part of 


-ginful creatures, to endless perdition, with a view, 


or because it was necessary for the greater happi- 
ness of the rest. But the purpose of God is, to 
reduce every thing to order; to bring light out of 
darkness; order out of confution 3 wisdom out of 
folly ; good out of evil, and the completion of hap- 
piness out of partial distress. 

It is in brief, to restore every part of the uni- 
verse to its greatest splendor and adjusting the 
happiness of the intellectual system at large, 80 as 
to 8ecure the felicity of each constituent part. 

If this be the purpose or intention of our Fath- 
er in heaven, it is good news and glad tidings of 


great joy indeed. 

Thirdly, this news Cconsists in the assur- 
ance of God's ability and determination to carry 
his purposes into effect. No one will dispute the 
ability of the Most High ; but many pretend that 
he has no fixt or settled determination in this cage. 
It is truly admirable to contemplate the stupidity 
and folly of man. To pretend that He, without 
whose notice or interposition a sparrow does not, 
fall to the ground, and by whom the hairs of our 
heads are numbered ; should, from attention to 
these lesser objects, forget or treat with inatten- 
tion, the great concerns of the universe. 

We are expressly told, that *whatsoever the 
Lord pleased, that did he in the sea, in the earth, 
and in all deep places. 'That *his counsel, or pur- 
pose, shall stand and that he will do all his pleas- 
ure. Yes, reader, the Almighty is both able and 
determined to carry all his purposes into effect. 

To go farther; the Deity never was, nor can he 
be frustrated or disappointed in any of his deter- 
minations or purposes. It never has been accom 
plished; it never can. 

©He does according to his pleagure'in the armies 
of heaven above, and among the inhabitants of the 
earth, and none can stay his hand or s8ay unto him, 
what doest thou? *the counsel of the Lord shall 
stand, and the thoughts of his heart to all genera- 
tions.* *The wrath of man shall praise him, and 
the remainder of wrath he will restrain,* cx. Pea. 1. 

The manner of the execution of these purposes 
will best appear, when we have shown, 

2nd, To whom it is good news or glad tidings. 

There was a time, when angels first became ae- 
quainted with these truths, and tho* they are not 
immediately affected by them as we are, yet as a 
wonderful display of wisdom and grace, in God 
issuing in the felicity of fallen creatures, the news 
has always been grateful to them. "They rejoiced 
when Christ was born; they rejoice at the repen- 
tance of ginners, and they seem to be pleased with 
the economy of grace, from their desire to look 
into it. *Which*hings the angels desire to look 
into.? 1 Peter 1. 12. x bo 


But we 8hall confine our remarks there, where 


the subject more intimately respects ourselves. . 
To whom then, does this good news or glad tid- 
ings belong ? 'To whom was it promulgated? Ans. 
To man. 'To man and all men, as fallen -and 
wretched creatures. 'Thus the angel, who first 
appeared to the shepherds, said, * Behold, I brin 
you glad tidings © at joy, which ghall be to all 


[people ; for unto you is born, this day, in the city 
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of David, a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. 
The multitude which followed proclaimed peace 
and good will to men, from God. Thus the good 
news came from God and was sent and directed 
to man, by the instrumentality of angels. We are 
here” assured, that the good news was equally cer- 
tain for one as for another; it was ood will to 
men, and no exception intimated. It was glad 
tidings of great joy, which should be to all people, 
and here universality is expressed. I confess, that 
it is utterly impossible for me, to evade the force 
it these declarations, as to confine their meaning 
of any limitarian plan. It ascribes all to our Ma- 
ker, while it makes known the divine character, 
the divine purpose, and the divine ability and de- 
termination, to carry his _ purposes into effect. 
Consequently, it is the best of news, aud is au- 
thenticated in the best manner. We will now 
give an epitome of what we have thus far doclared 
We have seen that the good news is from God 
himself, consisting in three particulars. 

1. That He is infinitely good, and perfect, and 
consequently cannot do wy 

2. That His intentions and purposes, towards 
all men, are friendly. 

3. That he is able and determined to carry 
these friendly purposes into effect, 

These three particulars comprehend enough: 
They must be all our salvation and degire—con- 
gequently, the news is good, the tidings are joyful. 
What is the manner of the execution of these 
purposes? Ans. 'The manner of the execution, 
respecting these purposes, is called the economy 
of grace, and comprehends all the way and meth- 
ods of infinite wisdom and grace, exhibited in his 
word and works. It is necessary that man for 
whom these blessings are designed, should be con- 
vinced of their reality. 'Till this be the case, man 
can have no enjoyment of the good, which-is in 
Btore for him. The good is in tore if the three 
things above named be true; but till he be con- 
vinced of its truth, he can have no satisfaction 
arising- from it. Hence the methods of infinite 
wisdom, are by his word and spirit together with 
his works, to couvince men ; that God is good to 
all; that his purposes are friendly to all, and that 
he is able and determined to accomplish these 
ag way for the benefit of all. 'The goodness of 
God in his providence, is a great argument as to 
the truth of his future intentions. Shall we con- 
8tantly experience gankl api of God, in time ; 
and yet donbt of his good as to an hereafter? 'The 


light of our reason and our present enjoyment of 
good, forbid the thought. Yet grant that our en- 
Joyment of good in the coming state, can be” no 
greater nor any more pure, than it is in this state 
of existence ; unless we are more as8imlated to 


e and purpoze, than we are here. 
But here the divine purpose appears to the best 
advantage. Its great object 1s to qualify His 
creatures for happiness da tes and then to put 
them into the enjoyment. 'Thus all in this life, are 
unquestionably working towards the accomplish- 
ment of this good. 
the light of reason and revelation ; but especially 
the light and evidence of the teaching spirit or 
inspiration of the Almighty give men understand- 
iug in these truths. Thus men, by these methods 
are, in the best time and manner, convinced of the 
truth* aud enter upon the enjoyment by faith in it, 


. the divine im 


till' the important period arrives when faith shall 


rosperity, adversity, with: 
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be ewallowed up in vision:* In qualifying and pla. | 
cing men in rest and g8alva Bod rs den fi 


likewise, to employ his Son, Jestis Christ our Lord, 
as Mediator; and has bestowed in him, every 
qualification necessary for the important work, 
*It pleased the Father that in him should all ful. - 
ness dwell ; and (having made peace through the | 
blood of his cross), by him to reconcile all thingy 
to himself'; all things, TI s8ay, whether the bo 
gs in earth or things in heaven,” Thus Chris, . 
as Mediator, was appointed to reveal his Fathers 
character and intentions towards mankind ; to ex. 
hibit a perfect example for imitation, in precept 
and practice ; and to confirm the' truth and impor. . 
tance of both, by Ronny laying down his life 
for their confirmation. The heathen and utter. 
most parts of the earth are given him for a pos- 
8e8810N ; the Father hath given all things into his : 
hand, that he should give eternal life, to as many 
as were given him. And now as a priest, he in- 
tercedes ; as a prophet, he instructs; and as x 
king, he makes all willing, a reconciled and obedi- 
ent people. In brief, he saves his people from 
their 8ins. The work of the Mediator is not to - 
make the least alteration in his Father's purpoge © 
towards man ; but to bring good news to man, by 
declaring in his life, and confirming in his death,” 
what his Father's purpose was. 

REMARKS. 


I. The gospel as a confirmed declaration of the 
divine intention or purpose towards his rational 
offspring, is addressed to the feelings of men, with ; 
much more glory than the law ; inasmuch as the 
law affords consolation. by consequence, and a fey 
only are able to understand eyen that; but the 
go5pel makes a direct and full declaration that all 

e mod contained in the holy law, shall be exer- 
cised for the happiness of rational creatures. Ye : 
we may see that the divine perfections exhibited” 
as a law or rule for our imitation, are greater and 
more important than barely the news of it. Which 
Shall we say is the greatest, a large estate which 
has fallen to us, or the news of this event 2 Nov 
the gospel is nothing more than the certain news 
of s8alyation originating from the divine perfec-. 
tions, as & rule or law. The rule or law then. 
more important than the news of it: yet a beliel: 
of the good news in this case puts us into po 
SC8810N. | - 

2. We remark, that the origin of the gospel and” 
of all blessings to man, is God himself, The g0- 
pel is called ©the gospel of God our Savior.” . *Tht 
purpose” is that * which God purposed in himself; 
it is his own purpose and grace, which he put 
posed in Christ Jesus before the warld began.” _ 

Hence it is plain and very evident, that the 8: 
vation of the human family was as sure from wu. 
eternity, as the purpose and determination of the 
Almighty are unchangeable, and that nothing &- 
er has or can, add to or take from this security. | 
— ___  Cw____ww__w__@_lv 
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